Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 03615 221649Z 
43 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 
PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 ACDA-19 10-13 MC-02 
EB-11 COME-OO TRSE-00 AID-20 IGA-02 OMB-01 DRC-01 
/156 W 

038195 

O 221635Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3780 

INFO AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA IMMEDIATE NIACT 

AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 

AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USCINCSO 

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 3615 

E.O. 11652 - N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, ES 

SUBJECT: GOES ISSUES STATEMENT ON PURCHASE OF AIRCRAFT FROM 
ISRAEL 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 3610 (NOTAL) 

1. BOTH LOCAL MORNING NEWSPAPERS CARRIED SUBSTANCE OF AP 
STORY CONCERNING GOES PURCHASE OF ISRAELI AIRCRAFT (REFTEL) 
AS WELL AS FOLLOWING STATEMENT ISSUED BY MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE COL ROMERO LATE SEPTEMBER 21. 

2. "IT IS THE DUTY OF THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE (SALVADORAN) 
ARMED FORCES TO EQUIP, MAINTAIN AND REPLACE THE MATERIAL OF 
THE ARMED FORCES IN KEEPING WITH ADVANCES OF THE TIMES; FOR 
THAT REASON, THIS MINISTRY CONFIRMS THE REPORT FROM THE 
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IN WHICH IS NOTED THE PURCHASE OF NEW MATERIAL. IN EFFECT, 

GIVEN THE NEED TO MAINTAIN CURRENT THE ORGANIC AND TECHNICAL 
STRUCTURE OF OUR ARMED FORCES AND GIVEN THE FACT 
THAT OUR COUNTRY IS ONE OF THE FEW IN LATIN AMERICA 
LACKING A MODERN AIR FORCE, THIS MINISTRY, AFTER STUDYING 
VARIOUS OFFERS OF AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING THOSE OFFERED 
AIRVRAFT FROM THE LATTER COUNTRY (THE US) AND FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, FOLLOWING A STUDY OF THIS 
SITUATION IN WHICH IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT ALMOST ALL 
COUNTRIES HAVE REPLACED THEIR PROPELLER AIRCRAFT 
WITH JET AIRCRAFT, WE HAVE OPTED TO BEGIN THIS REPLACEMENT 
PROCESS SO AS NOT TO BE LEFT BEHIND AND TO BE CURRENT WITH 
TECHNICAL ADVANCES IN THIS FIELD. I WANT TO MAKE CLEAR THAT 
THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE ARMED FORCES INITIATED THE 
ACQUISITION OF THIS MATERIAL FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CURRENT 
PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATION. THIS PROCESS INCLUDED AS WELL THE 
PURCHASE OF VARIOUS AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES IN ORDER TO 
MEET LONG STANDING REQUIREMENTS OF OUR ARMED FORCES." 
MOSKOWITZ 
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